UGS 302 First-Year Seminar (W)



Dr. Chiu-Mi Lai (Léi 雷)
The Good, Bad, and the Ugly in Chinese Literature
WCH 5.112

TTh 3:30-5:00 p.m.





475-6054

MAIN 220D






cmlai@mail.utexas.edu
[All lectures, discussion and readings in English.]

Office Hours:
 Tuesdays 1-3 p.m., Thursdays 2-3 p.m. 

(I’m also available after class for questions)

· Please stop by my office hours in the first few weeks to chat
UGS Peer Mentor:
Becca Morris email:  (erased for privacy purposes)



Becca’s Office Hours:  tba
Required Texts: 
Cyril Birch, ed. Anthology of Chinese Literature – from early times to the fourteenth 

century (Grove, 1994)
Edward H. Schafer, The Golden Peaches of Samarkand – A Study of T’ang Exotics 

(University of California Press, 1985)

Recommended:

Anderson, E. N., The Food of China (rpt. Yale, 1990)

John DeFrancis, The Chinese Language – Fact and Fantasy (University of Hawaii Press, 1986)

Course Description


First and foremost, this first-year seminar is designed to bridge a transition into college on the intellectual foundations of class discussion, analytical thinking, and writing.  We are also interested in building intellectual relationships – between professor and student, between student and student, and last but not least, between author and reader.  

With regard to content, this course will provide an introduction to a few intriguing ideas and concepts in the classical Chinese cultural and literary tradition and is open to all students.  No previous background in Chinese language, culture or literature is required.  Readings in English translation will encompass a selective sampling of literature from as early as the seventh century B.C.E. through the 19th century (to the end of imperialism in China).  

Course emphasis will be given to some topics from the Chinese tradition that are thought-provoking and even bizarre – namely, the Good (what is the Tao/Dao?), the Bad (“love” and courtship politics in Chinese society), and the Ugly (food and exotica).  Readings, lectures, and in-class and online discussions will focus on formative texts in early Taoist/Daoist thought, Chinese fiction, and exotica (flora, fauna and cuisine) in Chinese history and literature.  These works will be read within appropriate cultural, literary, historical, social, philosophical, and religious contexts.  Lectures and background reading will be assigned to supplement the primary works of literature.  

CLASS FIELD TRIPS:
Weds. 9/16 University Lecture; Tues. 9/22 University 

Lecture and pizza; Thurs. 10/1 Digital training lab; Thurs. 11/5 (?) Library instruction session; Tues. 11/24 Digital training lab; Campus tour of “Landmarks” (tba with Becca) (Other trips tba)

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

· This course will be graded on the Plus/Minus system.
· There is no written final exam for this course.  

· Late assignments will be deducted by half a grade for each day past the due date.  No assignments will be accepted after the due date of the last assignment (12/6/08).  Your final course grade will be based on work completed up to this date.  

· Laptop Use Policy – Classroom Laptop use for taking notes related to this course only.  Please see me for an agreement form if you are planning on using a laptop in class for “notetaking.”  Laptop activities unrelated to this course will lead to dismissal from class (and marked as an absence for that day).  Repeat offenders will result in a filing of a report of academic problems.
· Other Electronic Devices (Cell phone, Blackberry, I-Phone, etc.) Use Policy – All devices must be turned off during class.   Any use of these devices, including texting, websurfing, etc. will lead to dismissal from class (and marked as an absence for that day).  Repeat offenders will result in a filing of a report of academic problems.
· There is a class attendance policy for this course.

Attendance is vital for success in this course and I value your contribution to class discussion.  As well, lectures will be vital for background on historical context and schools of thought, and flesh out ideas and concepts for discussion, all of which cannot be replaced by reading lecture outlines online.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY – More than 3 absences, final class participation grade deducted half a grade (e.g. A- to B+); additional half grades deducted for each additional 2 absences.

Religious Holidays – Religious holy days sometimes conflict with class and examination schedules.  If you miss an examination, work assignment, or other project due to the observance of a religious holy day you will be given an opportunity to complete the work missed within a reasonable time after the absence.  It is the policy of The University of Texas at Austin that you must notify each of your instructors at least fourteen days prior to the classes scheduled on dates you will be absent to observe a religious holy day.  
Your grade for this course will be based on the following (see below for details):

I.
15%
Class discussion and participation

II.
75%
Essays, various writing assignments

III.
5%
Video Essay on one of University “Gems”

IV.
5%
Oral Presentation
I.
Class and online discussion, participation and “preparedness.”  (15%)

Discussion is essential for an understanding and appreciation of the literature.  Both verbal and written forms of expression are emphasized in this course.  Be prepared to lead with discussion questions and/or observations for each class session.  Come to class with at least two observations to discuss.  Oral recitation of some pieces will be highlighted to appreciate the language.  I have selected translations that read well in English as well as reflecting the Chinese original appropriately, if not always precisely.

II.
Writing – Informal and Critical Writing, Discussion Questions (75%)

The reading of literature is incomplete without the writing about one’s understanding of the literature at a given moment.  In this course, we will be engaged in critical thinking and writing about literature; in addition to informal writing in class and online, there will be formal writing assignments.  We will also work on rethinking and revising one of your written essays into a slightly expanded and revised essay.  

On matters of research and exploration of topics, I encourage you to make use of the UT library, including resources tailored for First-Year Seminar students.

Website:  http://www.lib.utexas.edu/students/
On matters of writing at any stage, I encourage you to consult with me and/or make use of the University’s Writing Center.  

Website:  http://www.utexas.edu/cola/centers/uwc
· Informal Writing (10%)
*There is no make-up for in-class informal writing.

Informal “free-writing” and “list-writing” will jumpstart many discussions.  I strongly encourage you to be on time for class as some of the informal writing will take place at the beginning of class for only a few minutes; some of informal writing will be online on Blackboard.  These will be collected and read but not assigned a formal grade.  However, these will be tabulated toward your final informal writing grade.  

· Discussion Questions (20%)


Formulated “Discussions Questions” based on the material covered in class will be handed out periodically.  For each discussion question, you need only write a brief response (2-5 sentences).  You will be expected to develop one of these discussion questions into a longer and more thoughtful response (online) to facilitate discussion in class and online.  These discussion questions will be collected, read, and given feedback, and assigned a tentative grade.  Entries online will be recorded towards your informal writing grade, but not assigned a formal grade.  These discussion question responses are exercises in developing your ideas and observations – some of these will evolve into a formal essay.  I would like you to regard informal writing as ongoing drafts, therefore you are NOT expected to focus on presentation (organization, clarity, usage of English).  Rather, the focus is on thinking, analysis, and brainstorming in written form.  

· Critical Thinking and Writing (45%)

Submit Essays on Blackboard under Assignments.  Allow for technical problems and wait time in meeting the deadline.  All Essays due at 11:59 p.m. of due date.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS DUE DATES:

Information Literacy Exercise (2 pages, typed, double-space) due Week 3 (9/13) 
(5%)

Essay 1 on Section I (2-3 pages, typed, double-space) due Week 6 (10/4)

(10%)

Essay 2 on Section II (2-3 pages, typed, double-space), due Week 9 (10/25)
(10%)

Revision, Essay 1 or 2 (3-4 pages, typed, double-space), due Week 12 (11/15)
(10%) 

Essay 3 on Section III (4-5 pages, typed, double-space), due Week 15 (12/6)
(10%)

Analytical and critical thinking will be the focus for these essays.  Develop your observations and ideas into a thoughtful review of the literature, appending relevant ideas, interpretations, information, etc. from lectures, background reading, etc.  View this critique as a point of thoughtful and analytical departure, rather than as a block of mere description.  Support your observations and analysis with specific examples from the texts.  How you define the parameters of this framework is up to you, and should reflect you in voice and in taste.

I look to your essays to reflect thoughtful observations and clear analysis regarding your chosen theme or themes; incorporate relevant ideas and works from background reading, in-class and online discussion, and lectures; and last but not least, to reflect something of your interest and inspiration as a reader of literature.  Footnotes or endnotes are required for some of the essays.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated and consequences will include failure of assignment and may lead to failure of the course.  

I expect you to proof your essays carefully and to hand in essays with minimal errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar.  Each essay will be evaluated and given two grades:

Content
Selection and discussion of chosen topic (including assimilation of 

discussion, lectures), expression of ideas and opinions, observations, etc.

Presentation
Organization, clarity of expression of ideas and opinions, “mechanics” of writing (proper usage of English grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc.)

III.
Video Essay on University “Gem” (digital training)
(5%)

Project: 
Final edited video essay (2 minutes in length) with observations on selected piece due Weds., November 25 (on BB under Assignments by 11:59 p.m.)

University “Gem” for focus:
Landmarks at The University of Texas at Austin 

Public art installed on campus.  See website for virtual tour, audio tour, artist info: http://landmarks.utexas.edu/

(One student per site; sign up by 11/1.)  

· Evaluated CR/NC 

· Digital training lab will walk you through the filming and editing process (tba)

· Tuesday 11/24 class session will be reserved for editing work (no class meeting).

· Your peer mentor, Becca, will have campus tours of all the sites later in the term.  

The University of Texas has many “Gems” that enhance our experience in and out of the classroom.  I hope you will discover cultural and intellectual centers such as the Harry Ransom Center, the Blanton Museum, and the University of Texas libraries.  Our class will explore the Landmarks project of various indoor and outdoor installations of public art throughout campus.  This will also introduce you to the village otherwise known as the UT campus!  

IV.
Oral Presentations – Week 15 (5%) 

 The process of preparing an oral presentation of one’s ideas is an integral part of developing ideas and refining observations.  A prepared oral presentation is an excellent exercise in abstracting the essence of one’s ideas, basically “getting to the point,” and supporting one’s point with meaningful examples.  The presentations in the last week of the course will allow us to share ideas with one another in a formalized forum.  The process is also designed to help you in the refining stages of your final essay.  You will not be assessed on oratory skills but a well-spoken talk will greatly contribute to a communication of your ideas.  As well, oral presentations are always good practice for something you will be called upon to do at some point in your life and career, long after you leave the classroom.  

Presentations will be evaluated on Content and Presentation (see above).

SCHEDULE

Detailed class and reading assignments will be posted/handed out for each section and posted on Blackboard.  All sections will be supplemented by lecture outlines, notes and translations by instructor.

Weeks 1-2
Introduction to Critical Thinking and Writing, and Other Academic Practices

Weeks 3-6
Section I – the BAD – “Love” and Courtship Politics in Chinese society 



Text:  Anthology of Chinese Literature 


Recommended Text:  The Chinese Language – Fact and Fantasy
Weeks 7-9 
Section II – the GOOD – What is the Tao/Dao?

 

Text:  Anthology of Chinese Literature
Recommended Text:  The Food of China
Weeks 10-12
Section III – the UGLY – Chinese Exotica (flora, fauna, cuisine) 
 

Text:  The Golden Peaches of Samarkand: A Study of T’ang Exotics




Recommended Text:  The Food of China
Weeks 13-14
Rethinking and Revision of Writing; Digital Training

(No class Thanksgiving 11/26)

Week 15
Student Oral Presentations
Use of Blackboard
This course uses Blackboard, a Web-based course management system in which a password-protected site is created for each course.  Blackboard can be used to distribute course materials, to communicate and collaborate online, to post grades, to submit assignments, and to take online quizzes and surveys.

You will be responsible for checking the Blackboard course site regularly for class work and announcements.  As with all computer systems, there are occasional scheduled downtimes as well as unanticipated disruptions.  Notifications of these disruptions will be posted on the Blackboard login page.  Scheduled downtimes are not an excuse for late work.  However, if there is an unscheduled downtime for a significant period of time, I will make an adjustment if it occurs close to the due date.

Blackboard is available at http://courses.utexas.edu.  Support is provided by the ITS Help Desk at 475-9400 Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., so plan accordingly.
The UT Library 

The UT Library offers resource help and many services.  The following link is for Undergraduate Students:
Website:  http://www.lib.utexas.edu/students/
The Undergraduate Writing Center
The Undergraduate Writing Center provides individual, professional advice on all aspects of writing to UT undergraduates on a drop-in basis or by appointment.  Location:  Flawn Academic Center 211, 471-6222.


Writer’s Advice Line:  free and open to everyone.


Email your brief query or call at 475-VERB.
Website:  http://www.utexas.edu/cola/centers/uwc
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON UNIVERSITY POLICIES

The University of Texas Honor Code
The core values of The University of Texas at Austin are learning, discovery, freedom, leadership, individual opportunity, and responsibility.  Each member of the University is expected to uphold these values through integrity, honesty, trust, fairness, and respect toward peers and community.

University Electronic Mail Notification Policy 

(Use of E-mail for Official Correspondence to Students)
All students should become familiar with the University’s official e-mail student notification policy.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep the University informed as to changes in his or her e-mail address.  Students are expected to check e-mail on a frequent and regular basis in order to stay current with University-related communications, recognizing that certain communications may be time-critical.  It is recommended that e-mail be checked daily, but at a minimum, twice per week.  The complete text of this policy and instructions for updating your e-mail address are available at 

http://www.utexas.edu/its/policies/emailnotify.html.

In this course e-mail will be used as a means of communication with students.  You will be responsible for checking your e-mail regularly for class work and announcements.  Note:  if you are an employee of the University, your e-mail address in Blackboard is your employee address.

Documented Disability Statement
Any student with a documented disability who requires academic accommodations should contact Services for Students with Disabilities at 471-6259 (voice) or 1-866-329-3986 (Video Phone) as soon as possible to request an official letter outlining authorized accommodations.  See Website below for more information:  http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/ssd/providing.php
C.M. Lai


Note on Romanization of the Chinese Language

Because there is no syllabary or alphabet in Chinese – it is a writing system composed of graphs called “characters” -- there are several romanization systems that attempt to represent the pronunciation of the Chinese language.  The most common are the Wade-Giles and the Pinyin systems, the latter being the official romanization system of the Peoples Republic of China.  A majority of sources written in English, including translations, use the Wade-Giles system, but more recent publications are using Pinyin.  

A brief comparison of the two systems is as follows.  

Some obvious characteristics in Wade-Giles are aspiration marks (‘) as in T’ang dynasty, whereas in Pinyin it is merely Tang.  If there is an apostrophe in Pinyin, as in the Tang capital of Chang’an, it is designating a difference between chan gan OR chang an.


There are usually no hyphens in Pinyin although some sources prefer to use them for clarity.  Therefore, the nature poet, Meng Haoran is also written as Meng Hao-ran.  (Wade-Giles always uses hyphens for compounds.)


There are differences between initial letters so that the two systems can look like different languages.  


Pinyin


Wade-Giles


Yijing


I-ching


dao


tao


qi


ch’i


ren


jen


Laozi


Lao-tzu


Zhuangzi

Chuang-tzu


Xie


Hsieh



Tao Qian

T’ao Ch’ien


Cao Xueqin

Ts’ao Hsueh-ch’in


There are changes in use of vowels – Song dynasty (Pinyin) and Sung dynasty (WG).  


For this course, become familiar with the spelling of works and writers as they are introduced.  We will be using Wade-Giles in the main texts as many secondary sources and translations use Wade-Giles.  I will point out the corresponding Pinyin spelling of names in other sources on a need to know basis.  

University Lecture Series 



http://www.utexas.edu/ugs/uls/
Designed to create a campus-wide conversation, the University Lecture Series gives first-year students an opportunity to interact with leading members of our faculty—scholars, scientists, and civic leaders who are nationally and internationally renowned. All students, faculty, alumni, staff and community guests are invited, but the events will be aimed at entering first-year students.

Signature Course students are required to attend at least one of the two large lectures (or watch online) and discuss in class. The large lectures will be at 7 p.m. in Bass Concert Hall, and can be viewed online within 72 hours after each lecture. 
First Large Lecture
Monday, September 21
Your Role in the Emerging Miracle of Global Economic Growth
Dean Thomas Gilligan, Red McCombs School of Business
Throughout history, poverty and economic stagnation have defined the human condition. Even today, more than a billion people live on incomes of less than $2 per day. Yet, a large and ever increasing number of humans enjoy the material, social, political and moral improvements that accompany rising living standards. In this lecture I will discuss the factors that contribute to economic growth and reveal your role in the miraculous process.

· Related Events

Alternative Solutions to the Financial and Economic Crisis
Professor Michael Brandl, Department of Finance
Monday, September 28 at 7 p.m. in ACES 2.302
We find ourselves at a unique point in history. The economic and financial market changes we put into place today will have dramatic impacts for the next several decades. We must choose our path carefully. What are the options before us? What choices must be made? These are the issues Professor Brandl will cover in his presentation and discussion.

Invisible Global Market: Marketing to the Other 86%
Professor Vijay Mahajan, Department of Marketing Administration
Thursday, October 1 at 7 p.m. in ACES 2.302
Most Global businesses focus on marketing to the wealthiest 14% of the World’s population: the developed world. But the market in the developed world is over-saturated, over-competitive, and aging. This presentation will focus on how to unleash growth and profitability by serving the other 86%.
Second Large Lecture
Tuesday, September 22
(Pizza and Seats reserved for our class)
How to Know a Tyrant When You See One:
Models of Tyranny and Leadership from Classical Drama
Dean Paul Woodruff, School of Undergraduate Studies
Tyranny is the opposite of freedom. If we care about our freedoms we need to know what tyranny looks like. Tyranny shows up brilliantly in theater. We will see three exciting scenes of tyrants in action, performed by the Department of Theater and Dance, along with a commentary on freedom and tyranny by Paul Woodruff, who has recently published a book on the idea of democracy.

See three loathsome but hardworking tyrants in scenes from Sophocles’ Antigone, Shalespeare’s Measure for Measure, and Ibsen’s A Doll’s House.

· Related Events

Howl, Howl, Howl! Does Father Always Know Best?
(Seats reserved for our class)
Professor Elizabeth Richmond-Garza, Department of English
Wednesday, September 16 at 7 p.m. in ACES 2.302
King Lear is a huge play and a painful one. It asks us to think hard about how we treat our parents and how we wish to be treated in turn as we grow old. In certain periods the world seems especially violently chaotic, and at the same time parents and children feel out of touch. These two fears combined in Shakespeare’s day and perhaps also come together in ours. Whenever King Lear is popular, as it is today, it speaks to us about terror and about whether our families can ease our anxieties. This multimedia presentation will trace through image and film how a play from almost exactly four hundred years ago remains unforgettable and therapeutic for all generations even today.

King Lear (ticketed event)
Actors from the London Stage 
September 30, October 1-2 at the B. Iden Payne Theater and on October 3 at Winedale 

Measure for Measure (ticketed event)
Austin Shakespeare. 
September 10-27 at the Long Center for Performing Arts
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